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Be Prepared 

I have attended many Eagle Scout ceremonies here at First UMC.  Their journey to this 
designation is impressive.  They have done many things which demonstrate their motto,  
“Be Prepared.”  As we approach Holy Week, I am struck that Jesus entered Jerusalem 
for the last time by having his disciples participate in a preparedness moment.  “When 
they had come near Jerusalem……Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go to the 
village ahead of you and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me.’ “  You can find the entire story as told by Matthew’s 
Gospel in Matt. 21:1-11. 

How do we prepare to remember the last week of Jesus’ life, and to celebrate Easter, the 
day of Resurrection?  Each of the Gospels tell the story in their own way.  This year we 
are being led through this time by Matthew; so in preparation, perhaps you would want to 
begin reading at Matthew 20:17 and read to the end of the Gospel.  Read it all at once.  
Then go back and read it a few verses at a time, each day for the next two weeks.  Read 
with curiosity.  Remember, the chapter and verse breaks were not in the original text.  
Ask questions of the text, like “What does this tell me about Jesus?” or “What does this 
say to me in my faith journey today?”  or “How is this applicable to my life?” 

Asa, Larry, and I have spent several weeks with nine young persons preparing to 
determine if they are ready to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  On Palm Sunday 
they will have the opportunity to be confirmed.  I wish for them a sense that they have 
begun a life long process of being prepared to be a follower of Jesus.  Jesus enlisted 
help to be prepared for the entry into Jerusalem, but he did things each day to remain 
prepared for the next moment.  Central to the preparedness was prayer.  I hope you will 
pray for these nine persons for their entry into their own accountability for their faith.  I 
hope you will pray for those who need a message of Resurrection to be moved to come 
to First UMC on Easter Sunday.  And pray that they will hunger and thirst for more or that 
they will encounter the Risen Lord on that day.  Let’s all covenant to pray every day for 
God’s spirit to guide us as we prepare for this high and holy occasion of worship and 
celebration. 

I would suggest that all the Holy Week offerings here at First UMC are part of our 
preparation for the celebration of the empty tomb.  Walking with Jesus through these 
days leading to the cross and the grave can only make us more deeply grateful for His 
love….His wondrous love! 

I must prepare for the transitions in this church and in my life.  But all of that is on hold 
now, until after Easter.  These days of walking with Jesus are front and center.  It is all 
about Him and I want to be about the business of preparing for the Easter proclamation.  
How are you preparing?  Are you waiting in prayer for Jesus’ assignment?  What are 
your deepest hopes as we enter these holy days? 

I have heard the choir preparing.  I have been with those who will be ushers and greeters 
as they prepared.  I am feeling so full of anticipation, so excited, that I could almost be 
guilty of skipping the week of grueling experiences leading up to Easter.  But bearing 
false accusations, being scorned, being frightened, having dreams dashed, being 
crucified….don’t these take more preparation than  the Hallelujah’s? May the Risen 
Christ be with us even in the darkest moments, even in the confusing moments, even in 
the moments of denial.  Let us make ready for the days ahead. 

Easter Egg Hunt 
and Luncheon  

Holy Week 
begins this 

Sunday! 

Following 10:30      
services 

April 13th 

Palm Sunday 
April 13th 

Worship at  
8:15 & 10:30  

Seder Meal 
April 14th @ 6:30 pm 

(reservations requested) 
 

Recovery at Maryville 
April 16th @ 6:30 pm 

 
Maundy Thursday/

Good Friday Services 
April 17th @ 7:00 pm 

 
Easter Worship 

April 20th 
8:15 & 10:30 

(Luncheon 11:45 am, 
reservations requested) 

For more information on 
these events and to register 
for the luncheons or Seder 
Meal please call 982-1273 or 

visit www.1stchurch.org. 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


 
Sunday, April 13, 2014 
  7:35 AM  Morning Glory Chorus  rehearsal, 249 
  8:15 AM  Morning Glory Worship, Asbury Hall 
  9:15 AM  Sunday School 
  9:30 AM  CMAT, Wesley hall 
10:30 AM  The Crossing, Asbury Hall 
10:30 AM  Traditional Worship, Sanctuary 
11:45 AM  Easter Egg Hunt Luncheon 
  3:30 PM  Youth Praise Band 
  4:30 PM  Youth Handbells, 252, 254 
  5:10 PM  Celebration Singers, 249 
  5:15 PM  Evensong Handbells, 252 
  6:00 PM  The Daniel Plan, 214 
  6:30 PM  12 Steps for Christians, 213  
 
Monday, April 14, 2014 
10:00 AM  Circle 3, 214 
11:30 AM  Men’s Connection, Asbury Bistro   
  3:30 PM  Joy Singers (4th-6th) 
  3:30 PM  Merrymakers (2nd & 3rd) 
  3:30 PM  Primary Praise (K&1st) 
  6:30 PM  Seder Meal, Wesley Hall (reservations requested) 
 
Tuesday, April 15, 2014 
 10:00 AM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
 11:00 AM  Tuesday Lunch (for 60+), 215 
   6:00 PM  Devoted Fitness, Asbury Hall  
   6:30 PM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215 
   7:00 PM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 
   7:00 PM  Making Sense of the Bible, 215  
   7:00 PM  AA, 128 
   7:00 PM  Young Adult  Trivia Night, Smoky Mountain Brewery 
 
Wednesday, April 16, 2014 
  3:45 PM  Girls Bible Study, Vienna Coffee 
 Recovery at Maryville, Asbury Hall 
       5:30 PM  Light Meal, Asbury Hall 
       6:30 PM  Worship Service, Asbury Hall 
       7:45 PM  Sharing Groups (assigned rooms) 
  7:00 PM  Ladies Bible Study, Panera Bread     
  7:00 PM  Dude’s Bible Study, Taco Bell            
  7:00 PM  Chancel Choir & Orchestra, Sanctuary 
 
Thursday, April 17, 2014 
  6:00 AM  Men’s Bible study, 214 
  9:30 AM  UMW Board, 243 
  5:00 PM  Welcome Table, Asbury Hall 
  7:00 PM  AA, 128 
  7:00 PM  Maundy Thursday/Good Friday Service, Sanctuary 
 
Friday, April 18, 2014 
Good Friday 
Office Closed 
 
Saturday, April 19, 2014 
  9:00 AM  Pickleball, Asbury Hall 

Prepare for Worship 
Liturgy of the Psalms 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2,19-29 
(UMH 839) 
 
Staff on call:  
Please contact  
Brenda (414-8493) 
or Larry (414-8494) 
Parsonage (233-2712) 
 
 
 

Greeters: 

 8:15 Morning Glory 
Martha Ragland 
Tom Atchley 
Bookie Reynolds 
Suzanne Rhoden 
 

 10:30 The Crossing  
Al & Jackie North 
 
Acolytes: 
Ty Elder  
Lane Pinkerton 

Sunday commitments for 

Palm Sunday 4/13/14 
HAPPENING AT  
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Memorial Fund 
In Honor or Memory Of Given B y 
Bill Simpson       Beverly Griffith 

 

Welcome Table 
In Honor of Memory Of Given By 
Rich Thompson               Jerry & Sue Rowe 

Memorials and Honorariums 

Our church family 

Please take a little 
time and “welcome” 
these familiar folks to 
1st UMC.  

 Stephen and Jess 
Nelson joined on 
Sunday, April 6th! 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


 Contact: Asa Majors at rev.asa.lee@gmail.com or 982-1273 

Thanks for YOUR support 

This summer, an outreach 
team heading to New 
Jersey will have extra 
support thanks to your 
generosity this past 
Sunday.   

If you were here, it was 
hard not to smell the 
lasagna cooking in the 
Wesley Hall kitchen.   In 
the end 130 people were 
served and the donations 
totaled just over $1500.   
This money will help 
defray the costs of the 
mission trip in July.  The 
team will be helping with 
Superstorm Sandy 
recovery.    

A special thanks to the 
UMW circles and 
Trendsetters Class for 
making all those delicious 
cookies and to the 
Christian Forum class for 
the Texas Toast that was 
served up with the 
lasagna.  There were also 
donations of lasagna and 
salad that were all great.   

There are still spots 
available for the mission 
trip which is set for July 
6th through the 12th.  
However, the deadline for 
registering is fast 
approaching.  If you are 
interested in being a part 
of this mission trip you 
need to have your forms 
filled out and turned in to 
Suzanne Stratton by 
April 15th.  Please 
contact her at 850-9484 
for more information.                
A $50 deposit is needed 
upon registration.  

 

A night for Noah 

There has been a lot 
of buzz lately about 
the big budget 
Hollywood production,  
Noah, starring Russell 
Crowe in the lead role.  
This past Saturday, a group of five young adults 
went to see the film which got mixed reviews 
from the group.   
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Invitation to read 

The day after Easter, the Young Adult women and 
the women of the church book club will be getting 
together for some discussion.  The book Love in a 
Headscarf by Shelina Zahra Janmohamed will be the 
focus.  It is April’s Book Club selection.   The meeting 
will be in room 213 at 6:00 pm (April 21st).  Dinner 
will be served at the meeting.  Please let Asa know if 
you need a copy of the book, so YOU can start 

reading! 
Trivia Night 

Tuesday April 15th 
7 pm  

Smoky Mountain Brewery 

Change of plans 
Friday’s planned get together at Lindsey Wilson’s house didn’t 
pan out as hoped.  The Young Adults are looking at their 
calendars to see when another date can be set.  We’ll keep you 
posted.  

The spirit of serving  

The spirit of serving others 
continues to be alive and well on 
Thursday nights here at                      
1st UMC.  And in March, that 
mission of serving others   

included a special community breakfast during the 
“Hone in on Hunger” event on March 29th.   

By the end of March, Welcome Table volunteers had 
served 996 meals.  A great big THANK YOU goes out 
to all of YOU who spend time helping this ministry 
which continues to grow and bless all those who are a 
part of it. 

A new hospitality tool 

Starting this Sunday, 
those old pew pads you 
sign each week will be 
gone, replaced with a 
newer “model.”  These 
new additions are part of 
an overall effort to stress 
hospitality here at 1st 
UMC.  You will be 
hearing more about them 
during each worship 
service.  

 

Muffins baked up for the Muffins baked up for the 

Welcome TableWelcome Table  

Young Adults Sunday School 
Room 118 
9:15 am 

Get your week started with great 
discussion and a hot beverage (or two!)  



UMW General Meeting 
Friday, April 25th at 11:30 

Wesley Hall 
 

Women from Knoxville’s Wesley 
House will be joining the women 
of 1st UMC for this general 
UMW meeting.  Hope YOU can 
be there too! 
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Adult Ministries  
Sign up for events by calling 982-1273 or visit “Event Registration” at  www.1stchurch.org      

Bloomin’ tour 

In case you haven’t noticed, 
the dogwood blooms are 
popping out all over the 
place and that means it’s 
time to hit the trails.   Come 
join the fun on Tuesday, 
April 15th  at 1:30 pm. as 
the church bus heads to 

Knoxville for a drive along the famous Dogwood Trails.   
If the weather is bad, the trip will be moved to April 
22nd.  

Come hear the Annie Moses Band 
Live at Salem Baptist Church—Knoxville 

April 12th at 7:00 pm 
(Church bus leaves at 5:15 pm) 

 
Register by calling 982-1273 or online at 

www.1stchurch.org 

Trip planner 
Diary of Anne Frank - April 29th @ 10:00 am 

 
Jubilation (Conference event for older adults) 

April 27th—29th  
Kingsport 

 
Pennsylvania Dutch Country  

September 8th—13th 
(Cost is $469) 

Getting your craft on! 

The first Friday and 
Saturday of each month, 
quilters, jewelers, 
scrapbookers, and other 
crafty folks get together to 
swap ideas, work on 
projects and enjoy each 
other’s company.    

1st UMC provides the space 
for you to work on your craft in the company of others.  
This past weekend, there were people working on 
baskets, crochet projects and jewelry.   The next craft 

weekend will be May 2nd and 3rd.  

Circle 1 meeting at the home of 
Betty Smith on April 3rd. 

Monday, April 14th 
Asbury Place Bistro 
(in the Clubhouse) 

11:30 am 
Come swap stories as you enjoy 

some good food and the 
company of others! 

The lives of several shut-ins got a little brighter over 
the weekend thanks to these women in WOW! Friday, 
they all got together to put together brightly colored  
spring flower arrangements and then delivered them. 

WOW! 

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Sunday, April 13th 
(This Sunday) 

Preschool – 4th Grade  
Lesson– Palm Sunday 

Bible Verses—   
Luke 19:29-40 

Tweens 
Death 

(Jesus’ death) 

 
Sunday, April 6th 

(Last Sunday) 
Preschool – 4th Grade  

Peter’s Denial 
Bible Verses– Luke 22: 54-62 

Tweens 
Suffering (Jesus’ betrayal, arrest, trial) 

 

 
 

For more information on any of these events, please call Denise 
at 268-2921 or e-mail her at djohns@fumc-maryville.org . 
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www.growproclaimserve.com 

Confirmation Sunday is  
this Sunday 4/13! 

Spring spirit 

Check out the brightly 
decorated door into the 
Kids Own Worship room 
when you get a chance.  
It’s all decked out for the 
season.  While you’re 
there why not drop off 
some gently used or new 
stuffed animals that will 
be given to various local 
organizations later.  It’s 
all part of lessons on 
giving during KOW.   The 
drive ends on Easter 
Sunday.  

Easter Egg Hunt and Luncheon 

April 13th                               April 13th                               
(following the 10:30 service)(following the 10:30 service)  

Lunch costs $5 per person or Lunch costs $5 per person or   

$20 per family$20 per family  

 

Vacation Bible School 
June 1st through June 5th 

 
Want to volunteer?   

Check with Denise to see where YOU can help. 

What your children are learning? 

Palm Sunday participation 

This Sunday will be a busy one here at 1st UMC 
and it is especially a big day for children.  During 
both 10:30 am services, children will be waving 
palm leaves as they walk down the aisle.  If your 
child wants to participate in this yearly tradition 
please have them in the area between the 
Sanctuary and front doors (Narthex) for the 
traditional service, or outside of Asbury Hall for  
The Crossing, at 10:25! 

The Joy Singers’ voices filled the Sanctuary this past 
Sunday.  Later this month, the group will be visiting 
Shannondale, singing to the folks there. The next day, 
the high school handbell choir and the adult ladies 
handbell choirs will present the music. 
 

Children & Handbells at Shannondale 
Joy Singers 

April 21st @ 3:45 pm 
 

Jubilant Ringers  & Evensong handbells 
April 22nd @ 6:30 pm 

 
Everyone is invited to both concerts! 

Register for the luncheon online at : 
www.1stchurch.org or call 982-1273. 

The Joy of music 

mailto:djohns@fumc-maryville.org
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HOLY WEEK                                           HOLY WEEK                                           20142014  

Palm Sunday 
April 13th 
  8:15 am - Morning Glory Worship (Asbury) 
10:30 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 
10:30 am - The Crossing, Modern Worship (Asbury) 

Easter Egg Hunt & Luncheon 
(follows the Palm Sunday 10:30 worship services) 
Lunch in Wesley Hall - Cost is $5 per person/$20 per family 
(reservations requested) 

Seder Meal 
Monday, April 14th (Wesley Hall) 
Dr. Jack Van Hooser will lead this event which is similar to the one 
which Jesus celebrated with his disciples for Passover.  This meal 
is informative and inspiring as we relate the connection between 
this meal and Holy Communion.  
(reservations requested) 

Recovery at Maryville 
Wednesday, April 16th 
5:30 pm—Light Meal (Asbury) 
6:30 pm —Worship Service (Asbury) 
7:45 pm— Sharing Groups (Various rooms) 

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday  Worship 
April 17th 
7:00 pm (Sanctuary) 

For more information or to register for any event: 

visit www.1stchurch.orgwww.1stchurch.org 

Easter Sunday 

April 20th 

 
8:15 am 

Morning Glory Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

 

10:30 am 

Traditional Worship 

(Sanctuary) 

 

10:30 am 

The Crossing 

(Asbury Hall) 

 

11:45 am 

Lunch in Wesley Hall 
Ham, bread and drinks provided. 

Please bring covered dishes full of your 
favorite recipes  

(Reservations requested) 

 

 

 

 
 *To help free up parking for guests 

near the church, there will be a  

continuous shuttle running from behind 
the Junior High School from  

6:45 am until 12:15 pm.  Choir and 
orchestra members are encouraged            

to use the alternate parking                            
and the shuttle.  

http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration
http://www.fumc-maryville.org/#/1st-stop/event-registration


Lasagna Luncheon 

April 6, 2014 

Getting Crafty on 

Sunday Morning! 

Be sure and visit the church website for more pictures and more about 
what’s happening at 1st UMC.   Facebook and twitter are also great 
places to see pictures, get reminders about events and join conversa-
tions.  

The Lenten Daily Devotional project is still going on as well.  Visit 
www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com to enjoy all these great collections of 
inspiration. 

E-edition  

EXTRAS! 

http://www.1stchurch.org
http://www.1stmaryville.blogspot.com

